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What is the Report About? (Executive Summary) 
 

1. This is a referral from Copeland Local Committee to Cabinet notifying Cabinet that 
it is the Local Committee’s wish for the County Council to be represented on the 
recently formed Geological Disposal Facility (GDF) Mid Copeland Community 
Partnership and the South Copeland Community Partnership. 

 
Recommendation 

 
2. For Cabinet to note the Local Committee’s wish for a Member to sit on the Mid 

Copeland Community Partnership for a GDF and the South Copeland Community 
Partnership 
 

3. For Cabinet to determine whether they want to reconsider the decision previously 
made by the Leader to decline the invitation for the County Council to be 
represented on the Mid Copeland Community Partnership.  

 
Background to the Proposals 

 
4. At its meeting on the 16th November 2021 Copeland Local Committee, as part of 

the standing agenda item on Nuclear Issues, had a discussion on the recent 
announcement identifying 2 search areas for a GDF in Copeland.  They also 
noted the announcement that the Mid Copeland Community Partnership had 
been launched and was seeking representatives. The South Copeland 
Community Partnership was due to be formed shortly.  Members understood that 
a request for representation had been sent from Radioactive Waste Management 
(RWM) to, and responded by, the Leader of Cumbria County Council.   

 
5. During the discussion Copeland Local Committee articulated that as local elected 

community representatives they felt it was important to sit on the two partnerships 
and help to influence and lead on something that would have a major impact in 
their communities. As a result Members requested that the decision be referred 
back to Cabinet and seek representation on the two Partnerships for local 
Members in their role as community representatives.  

 
6. Copeland Local Committee wishes the Cabinet to recognise the impact that this 

process has on the local community and the strong views held by the local 
committee Members that they, as elected community representatives should be 
allowed to represent their communities on the partnerships and that a rejection to 
this request is detrimental to their local decision making. 

 



7. The rationale for this is that the County Council could be detrimentally impacted if 
they do not sit on the Community Partnerships.  This follows the Cabinet 
response in 2018 to the Government paper on Implementing Geological Disposal 
(links to both the Consultation and Council response are attached as background 
papers) which recognised the need for a Community to be involved in the 
decision-making process. 

 
8. To clarify a Community Partnership can only be formed and continue to operate if 

one or more relevant principal local authorities in the Search Area agree to 
participate. There must be at least one relevant principal local authority 
representing each district or unitary authority electoral ward in the Search Area. In 
an area with two tiers of local government (i.e. district and county) in order to 
maintain flexibility, it is not a requirement that both join. It may be, where two tiers 
of local government exist, that one of the relevant principal local authorities is 
content for a Community Partnership to continue its work without it being a 
member. Where a relevant principal local authority decides not to be a member, 
the Community Partnership would need to keep it informed of its work. Any 
relevant principal local authority that does not initially join the Community 
Partnership may decide to join at any point in the future. 

 
9. Local Committee Members feel that because of the purpose of the Community 

Partnership, and the two key aspects around the final say, that it would be 
detrimental for them not to be involved.  The purpose being: 

 

 to facilitate discussion with the community;  
 identify relevant information that people in the Search Area and 

Potential Host Community want or need about the siting process; 
 be the key vehicle for community dialogue with Radioactive Waste 

Management (RWM); 
 review and refine the boundaries of the Search Area as RWM’s 

investigations progress 
 

10.   It is the Community Partnership that will have the final say on:  
 

 whether to seek to withdraw the community from the siting process 
(through invoking the Right of Withdrawal); 

 if or when to seek the community’s views on whether it wishes to host a 
GDF (i.e. proceed to a Test of Public Support). 

 
11.   It is also once the Community Partnership is in place that the agreed 

Community Investment Funding will be made available to the community at £1m 
per annum.  This will rise to £2.5m annually if and when deep borehole 
investigations take place in that community to assess the geological suitability of 
a site. 

 
12.  Local Committee Members believe that if they are not represented on the two 

Community Partnerships in Copeland that they will be unable to influence and be 
part of the decisions on the Right of Withdrawal and the Test of public Support for 
a GDF in their area. 

 
13.   Copeland Local Committee therefore asks Cabinet to reconsider the decision 

made by the Leader.  
 
 



 
Options Considered and Risks Identified 

 
Option (a) 

 

 Cabinet Members to agree to reconsider the question of representation 
on the Mid Copeland Community Partnership and South Copeland 
Community Partnership 

 
Option (b) 

 

 Cabinet Members to decide not to agree to reconsider the question of 
representation on the Mid Copeland Community Partnership and South 
Copeland Community Partnership. 

 
Risks  
 
The views of the Mid Copeland Community Partnership and the South Copeland 
Community Partnership do not get the information to understand the views of 
Cumbria County Council Local Members on the impacts of a GDF on the local 
community and could negatively impact on services overseen by the County 
Council Local Committee. 
 
The County Council is unable to influence the two Community Partnerships as 
they consider the impact of a GDF and if and when a decision is required, cannot 
contribute to the Right of Withdrawal and the Test of Public Support. 

 
Reasons for the recommendation/Key benefits 

 
To ensure the impacts of a GDF are best understood by the Local Committee 
and that Local Members can positively influence and include the impacts on 
Cumbria County Council services. 

 
Financial – What Resources will be needed and how will it be Funded? 

 
There are no financial implications from the recommendation in this report at 
this stage 

 
Legal Aspects – What needs to be considered? 

 
  The Terms of Reference of Local Committees provide that Local Committees 

may refer to Cabinet specific issues that the committee considers to be of 
significant concern in their area, which fall within the remit of the Cabinet. 

 
Health and Safety – what needs to be considered/noted? 

 
The County Council has a duty under the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 
and associated legislation and regulations to ensure that, as far as reasonably 
practicable, adequate health and safety management arrangements are in 
place to protect employees, members, customers and visitors to County Council 
related services. There are no anticipated implications on Health and Safety from 
this report. 

 
 



Council Plan Priority – How do the Proposals Contribute to the Delivery of 
the Council’s Stated Outcomes? (Outcomes - People in Cumbria are 
Healthy and Safe, Places in Cumbria are well connected and thriving, the 
Economy in Cumbria is growing and benefits everyone) 

 
This paper relates to council outcomes of Places in Cumbria are well connected 
and thriving and the Economy in Cumbria is growing and benefits everyone. 

 
What is the Impact of the Decision on Health Inequalities and Equality and 
Diversity Issues? 

 
None. 

 
Appendices  
 
None 
 
Background Documents 
 
Agenda item - COUNCIL RESPONSES TO IMPLEMENTING GEOLOGICAL DISPOSAL CONSULTATIONS | 
Cumbria County Council 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/implementing-geological-disposal-working-with-
communities-long-term-management-of-higher-activity-radioactive-waste 

 
Key Facts 
 
Electoral Division(s): Millom, Millom Without, Gosforth and Seascale, Cleator Moor 
East and Frizington 
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Yes Yes No N/A No N/A N/A 
 
 

Approved by the relevant Cabinet Member on 23 December 2021  
 
Previous relevant Council or Executive decisions 
 
 
Consideration by Overview & Scrutiny 
 
Not considered 
 
Background Papers 
 
None 
 
Report Author 
 
Gillian Elliott, Area Manager, Copeland, 07966 116941, gillian.elliott@cumbria.gov.uk 
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